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Toward Feasible Reconstruction Planning for the Disaster Areas
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Reconstruction is a complex equation
involving the interworking of domains such as
architecture, civil engineering work,

and industry. However, isn't there something
that can be done to address the thorny problem
of an unwieldy system leading to an eventual
solution? The coastal areas of eastern Japan
were hard hit by this earthquake disaster.
While in these areas, the inhabitants had
prospered from the rich natural environment,
from another perspective, social issues such as
population outflow and an aging society had
already become serious before the disaster.

Can this area somehow be brought to life
again? Although these districts face difficule
problems, we should work methodically toward
their regeneration.

Brought together by their awareness of

these issues, volunteer members organized
“ArchiAid”, a network of architects for relief
and recovery in the disaster-stricken areas.

The network’s activities include the supply

of human resources, educational support,

and information-sharing for the purpose of
reconstruction, while at the same time

the network directly controls some projects in
the disaster areas and attempts to observe

the system in practice as a platform to reinforce
its diverse reconstruction activities.

One of the most important projects was
conducted on Miyagi Prefecture’'s Oshika
Peninsula, at Ishinomaki City, where during

a workshop architects and students walked
around the harbor districts of the peninsula,
spoke with inhabitants and thought about
reconstruction planning. This book presents

a series of the gathered results. The network
continues to the support activities at present.
We hope this book proves a useful and well-
grounded resource to those who would consider

reconstruction work in future.

Archiaid Exective Comittee
Department of Architecture, School of Engineering, Tohoku University
Yasuaki Onoda
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The Oshika Peninsula and 3.11
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The Oshika Peninsula, located on the eastern
side of Miyagi prefecture, projects out toward
the Pacific Ocean. Its size is 20 kilometers
from north to south and 4 kilometers from
east to west. Near its tip is Kinkazan Island,
believed from long ago to be one of the three
major sacred grounds of the Tohoku area. Off
the coast, the current produces an excellent
fishing ground. Additionally, the peninsula has
many coves unique to its sawtooth coastline,
which make good ports, and are suitable for
aquafarming the oysters and ascidians particular
to each cove’s special character.

Nearly 5,000 people lived on the peninsula
before the disaster. Ayukawa, situated on the
western side of the peninsula’s tip, is the largest
town of the 30 harbor districts. The town
prospered as a center of whale hunting from
the Meiji era onward. However, the whale hunt
industry (and along with it the population)
went into decline during the latter half of the
1950s. Since then, its society has always faced
the problem of an aging population.

The 3.11 earthquake moved the peninsula
approximately 5.3 m toward the east-southeast,
and about1.2m vertically. This movement

was the largest in the affected area and the
damage was absolutely ruinous. Nearly all the
peninsula’s harbors lost a substantial portion
of their functional capacity in terms of fishing,
tourism, industry and housing. Moreover, the
marine industry suffered serious damage such
as destruction of farming rafts and docking
facilities, and many quays throughout the
peninsula became submerged.

The peninsular area was isolated for days after
3.11, but the inhabitants patiently waited to
be rescued, helping each other in conditions
without electricity, gas and water. As this
predicament reflects, this is an area inhabited
by a tough and dependable people.
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What is the research team for reconstruction support in the Oshika Peninsula?
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